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[The Arrow at Bruce Brockhoff Annexe 2013; photo – B. 

Duckworth] 

 

This aircraft is one of 9 ES 59 advanced club 
sailplanes manufactured by Edmund Schneider 

Ltd in the 1960s.  It was first flown in August 

1963 and delivered to the Darling Downs 
Soaring Club at Toowoomba Queensland.  At 

that Club it had 2603 flights and recorded a total 

airtime of 1475 hours.  In addition to many local 
circuits, soaring and cross country flying, it was 

used at gliding competitions, including Nationals 

at Benalla in December 1964, State 
Championships at Oakey in April 1965, at 

Warwick in April 1966,  and at Inverell in March 

1967.  On at least 15 occasions flight times in 
excess of 5 hours duration were achieved.  

Piloting the glider on some of these long 

flights were E Maiden, D McCaffrey and L 

Richards.  
 

On 5 October 1970, the glider had a new 

life when it was transferred to D. B. Clark 
of Mangerton, New South Wales and 

subsequently to the Wollongong Gliding 

Club in New South Wales.   It recorded 
1927 flights with a total airtime of 1179 

hours at the Club between October 1970 

and June 1988.  Competition appearances 
included the State Championships held at 

Forbes in January 1972.  Places away from 

Wollongong where the glider was 
launched include Cootamundra, Wagga, 

Temora, Marulon, Narromine, Leeton, Nowra, 

Goulburn, Horsham and Greenthorpe.  Notable long 
flights in this glider while it was with Wollongong 

Gliding Club include; 5 hours 41 minutes by D. Illyes 

on 10 December 1972, Silver C flight of 5 hours 50 
minutes by D. Chessor on 29 December 1972, Silver 

C flight of 5 hours 21 minutes by R. Roots on 28 

December 1973, a 226 km flight of 6 hours 57 
minutes by P. Riley on 5 January 1975, Silver C 

flight of 5 hours 16 minutes by R. Lewis on 7 

January 1976,  a 6 hour 20 minute 300 km triangle 
flight attempt by D. Illyes on 10 January 1976 and a 

6 hour 55 minute 300 km triangle attempt by P Rigby 

on 30 January 1977.  In addition, P Riley achieved a 
Gold C height on 2 January 1975 and two other 5 

hour flights by unnamed pilots were made in this 

glider on 5 and 6 January 1977.  

On 15 June 1988 it was transferred to Ron Geake 

who transported it to Warrego in Northern Territory 

(flown once at Alice Springs) and then to Gympie in 
Queensland where it was flown about 20 times by the 

end of 1995.  It was also flown on a small number of 

occasions at Forbes in New South Wales in 1996 and 
1997.   During 1998 and 1999 the glider was sparsely 

used (9 flights) at locations that have not been 

recorded.  From May 1999 until transfer to the 
Australian Gliding Museum in May 2011 it 

apparently was not flown.  Aggregate airtime hours 

for the glider stand at 2702 hours 53 minutes.  It has 
been launched 4569 times.  

 

In addition to the numerous minor repairs, the glider 
has undergone some significant overhauls. In 1964 

and 1968 it was damaged in heavy landings. On the 

latter occasion the fuselage was partially rebuilt with 
a number of new bulkheads supplied by Edmund 

Schneider Pty Ltd.  In 1971, the major overhaul 

included the stripping and replacement of the fabric 
and a complete repainting.  It had 20 and 30 year 

inspections in November 1982 and March 1994 

respectively.  On each occasion it was noted that the 
aircraft has not had any major accidents.  After the 30 

year inspection it was re-covered with “Stits” fabric 

and again repainted.  
 

An ES59 Arrow (not the Australian Gliding 

Museum’s example) was the first Australian designed 
sailplane to fly at a gliding world championship.  It 

was flown by Jack Iggulden at Argentina in 1963. 
 

          

  Edmund Schneider ES 59 “Arrow”, c. 1963 
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