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Jim and Graeme Barton have both made outstanding contributions to the Australian gliding 
movement over many years mainly as a result of their involvement in the Gliding Club of Victoria 
and the Australian Gliding Museum.

Jim commenced flying in 1948 when he joined the GCV and, whilst pursuing a long career in 
commercial aviation, he has continued to be a devoted supporter of the sport of gliding. He was 
Treasurer of the GCV from 1950 to 1955 and Club President from 1958 to 1994, an unbroken  
period of 37 years. He has been a Club instructor since 1953 and a tug pilot since 1956. During 
the period of  Jim’s Presidency, with the support of strong committees, the GCV experienced 
remarkable growth. Strong emphasis on training led to the commencement of full time 7 days a 
week operations and the employment of professional instructors which led to many of the trainees 
going on to pursue careers in military and civil aviation, annual hours flown in club owned gliders 
from approximately 500 to 10,000 (the second highest total of annual hours flown by any flying 
club in Australia, including aero clubs), and a Club owned 
fleet of close on 20 gliders covering the whole range of aircraft from training aircraft to high 
performance sailplanes, 3 tug aircraft and a motor glider. Membership exceeded 600.The 
infrastructure of the Club also received close attention with the construction of hangars, a workshop 
in which full time maintenance personnel were employed, and the Club played a key role in the 
reconstruction of the Benalla airfield to ensure that gliding activities were adequately catered for 
and irrigated grass strips for safer glider operations were established. Many privately owned gliders 
also operated from Benalla. Residential clubhouse facilities were also established.

Jim was also deeply  involved in the organisation of many gliding competitions, including 
Austraglide 84 and 86, forerunners to the very successful World Championships held at Benalla in 
1987, and the establishment of the State Gliding Centre  at Benalla which was opened in 1986.

Jim was honoured by being made a Member of the Order of Australia in 1990, the first member of 
the gliding movement to achieve this distinction for services to gliding.

Graeme joined the GCV in 1955 and was appointed Club Treasurer in 1956, a position he held 
for 38 years through 1994. During this period, the gross book value of Club assets increased from 
$10,000 to $1,200,000 and annual Club revenue from $2,000 to over $600,000. The funding of the 
continuous expansion of the Club, a not-for-profit organisation,  was a constant challenge but it was 
achieved through careful and dedicated management. 

Both Jim and Graeme are honorary life members of the Gliding Club of Victoria.

In 1999, with the support of other keen enthusiasts, both Jim and Graeme played key roles in the 
establishment of the Australian Gliding Museum. Since that date, the Museum has added 45 historic 
gliders to its collection, a considerable quantity of gliding memorabilia, has a large storage hangar, 
a workshop and a storage shed. It currently has approximately 170 members from all Australian 
states and overseas.

It is fitting that the contribution of both Jim and Graeme to the gliding movement be recognised by 
their induction by the VSA as “living treasures”.


